
 

 

 

 

0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

1 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
504 S. Westnedge at Cedar Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 

269-344-6181    www.tlckzoo.com 
 

WORSHIP at 8:30 and 11:00AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL at 9:45AM 
 

All are welcome at Trinity for this Sabbath time of prayer and praise! 
____________________________________________________________________________________  __ 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany                                         February 16, 2025 
 

 

 

 
 

PRELUDE:  "We Come to the Hungry Feast"  

setting by David Cherwien (b.1957) 
 
 

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would 

do well to listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are 

directed and to find our place in the crowd among those who desire to touch 

Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper 

with an invitation to live in him, and offers power to heal us all. 

 

The * indicates when the congregation stands, if able. 

Congregational responses are in bold. 

 

*WELCOME 

P. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Gracious God, 

As the prelude begins, please observe a period of 

silence and contemplation in preparation for worship. 
 



 

 

 

 

2 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and  

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 

repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn 

us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live 

in your hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 

 
*ENTRANCE HYMN     Let Streams of Living Justice      ELW #710 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

      and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you 
 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  

     let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the      

    church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

3 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

    and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
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*SALUTATION  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of 

our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make 

known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10 
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom 

sayings that contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power 

and vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the 

power of death. 
 

 5 Thus says the LORD: 

 Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

  and make mere flesh their strength, 

  whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 

 6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

  and shall not see when relief comes. 

 They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

  in an uninhabited salt land. 

 

 7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 

  whose trust is the LORD. 

 8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

  sending out its roots by the stream. 

 It shall not fear when heat comes, 

  and its leaves shall stay green; 

 in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

  and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 

 9 The heart is devious above all else; 

  it is perverse— 

  who can understand it? 

 10 I the LORD test the mind 

  and search the heart, 

 to give to all according to their ways, 

  according to the fruit of their doings. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:  Psalm 1 
 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  

 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,  

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 

 4 It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because 

Christ has been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be 

raised to a new life beyond death. 
 

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 

say there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, 

then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in 

vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified 

of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the 

dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 

raised. 17 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in 

your sins. 18 Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 19 If for 

this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have died. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God    
    

  

(please stand) 
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* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

 
 

 

P:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.     

C:  Glory to you O Lord.  
 

 

*GOSPEL: Luke 6:17-26 
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the 

nature and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising 

statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God. 
 

17 [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a 

great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all 

Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.18 They had come to 

hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled 

with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all in the crowd were trying to 

touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

  20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

 “Blessed are you who are poor, 

  for yours is the kingdom of God. 

 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

  for you will be filled. 

 “Blessed are you who weep now, 

  for you will laugh. 

  22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, 

revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in 

that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for 

that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
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 24 “But woe to you who are rich, 

  for you have received your consolation. 

 25 “Woe to you who are full now, 

  for you will be hungry. 

 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 

  for you will mourn and weep. 

  26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 

ancestors did to the false prophets.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON      
     

HYMN OF THE DAY    We Come to the Hungry Feast    ELW #479 

       

                 

SERMON                   Pastor Ken Johnson 

 

 

*CREED   Apostles' Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,   

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  He descended into Hell. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.     

    Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, 

the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit. Give us courage to 

proclaim to all people the promises made true in the death and resurrection 

of Christ. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Blessed is creation. As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices 

and climate change, give us courage to help bring about its restoration. 

Encourage those who work in forestry to be a voice for the hidden places of 

creation and provide skills for its conservation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Blessed are the nations. We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders 

of nations. Grant that their courage will not run dry in the face of challenge, 

but that they will delight in the fountain of your righteousness. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Blessed are those in need. Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors, 

nurses, and therapists. Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are 

suffering in any way (especially). Provide an extra measure of your grace 

and love. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Blessed is this congregation. Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are 

nourished by faith in you. Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting 

that you sustain us in many ways. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace. Through lives of both 

sorrow and joy, challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all 

times. May their lives be a witness to the living. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 

promise is revealed among the people. 

Amen. 
 

 

*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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Please take a moment to sign and pass the navy fellowship 

folders located in each pew at this time. 
 

OFFERTORY 
During this time, we worship God with our offerings. 

There are a variety of gifts and a variety of ways to give! 

• If you give electronically, thank you. 

• If you would like to give electronically,  

please scan the QR code. 

• If you are led to give through cash or check,  

simply place your offering in the plate as it passes. 
 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 

Offertory Music: 8:30 - "Beautiful Savior" Charles Callahan (1951-2023) 

11:00 - "The Beatitudes" Richard Shepard (1949-2021) 

 

Please stand as we begin singing the “Create in Me” 

and the elements are brought forward 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:       
 

 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

 and in all places give thanks and praise…we praise your name and 

 join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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*EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For Thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 

Lamb of God 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION by Intinction (dipping the bread into the wine)  

Please come from both sides up the center aisle and return to your 

seat by the side aisles. 
 

8:30am Holy Communion by Intinction 

Please kneel, if you are able, at the rail. 
 

11:00am Holy Communion by Intinction 

Those desiring to kneel or pause for prayer at the rail 

after communing are invited to do so. 
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Communion Music: 8:30 - "Abide with Me"  

William Henry Monk (1823-89), setting by Sinwoong Kim, Jen Gatz, Piano 

11:00 - "Beautiful Savior" setting by Charles Callahan (1951-2023) 

  
(please stand) 

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  

     and keep you in his grace. 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

*HYMN        To Be Your Presence             ELW #546 

 

*BLESSING  The Three-fold Amen 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: "How Firm a Foundation, Ye Saints of the Lord"  

setting by Anthony Giamanco (b.1958) 
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All are welcome at Trinity for this Sabbath time of prayer and praise! 

 

Our Nursery is available for children 5 years and younger at each 

service. The nursery is located near the south side entrance. 
 

OUR STAFF AT TRINITY: 
 Rev. Ken Johnson    Pastor 

 Rev. Jake Lehman    Outreach Pastor 

 Nathan Mattson     Organist/Director of Music 

 Katie Grubaugh              Office Administrator 

 Heidi Albertson     Dir. of Family & Youth Ministry 

 Terri Schmidt     Bookkeeper 

 Margaret Stevenson   Hospitality Host 

 Bob Koenes      Custodian 

 Dr. William Musselman  Organist/Director Emeritus 
 

ALTAR GUILD:   Teri Koretsky, Gary Kent-Bracken 
 

WELCOME TEAM: 8:30 Jason Grubaugh, Paula Sportel 

           11:00 Nancy Diment, Liz Morison 
 

LECTORS:    8:30 Suze Breischaft 

           11:00 Heidi Albertson 
 

ACOLYTES:   8:30 Avner & Jaxon Grubaugh  

           11:00 Kiley & Calico Morris 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS: Linda Ward, David Mason, Ruth Krueger, Bertha 

Boettcher, Jeannie Grubaugh, Beth Latshaw, Sandy Eschelbach, Diane 

Reau, Kendall. 
Our sincere condolences extend to Astrida Rozenbergs on the passing of her 

daughter Ingrid Rozenbergs. Please keep Astrida and the family in your 

prayers.  

Our sincere condolences extend to Sharon and Evan Kokales on the passing of 

their daughter Vicky Phillips. A memorial was held for Vicky at Trinity on 

February 15. Please keep the family in your prayers. 
 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God 

by Holly Wohlfert in honor of Harlow Ramirez’s birthday on February 16. 
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Weekly Announcements 
 

Meeting of the Men! Meeting of the men is an “informal, come as you are, 
when you can” kind of get together with no agenda, just good conversation 
and a great opportunity to get to know one other guys who call Trinity home! 
We’ll plan to gather at One Well Brewing Co. on Wednesday February 19th 
from 5:30-7:00pm for a relaxed time of fellowship and conversation!  
 

Stew and Brew Chili Cook-off and Homebrew Competition! Join us on 
Saturday February 22 from 4:30-6pm for Trinity’s second annual Stew & Brew 
Chili Cook-off and Homebrew competition! Bring your favorite homemade 
chili, cornbread, show off your homebrewing skills or just come out and enjoy 
some warmth and fellowship on a cold winter day! Cooks and brewers are 
invited to arrive around 4:15 with the tastings beginning around 4:30. This will 
be a people’s choice competition so all styles of chili and home-brewed 
beverages are welcome! Contact Harry Jachym (hjachym@gmail.com) with 
any questions! 
 

If you have access to Thrivent Grants, please consider using one to help purchase 
needed items and supplies for church outreach and events! Contact the church 
office if you are looking to find out more. 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Sun Feb 16 Worship with Holy Communion at 8:30 & 11:00 
     Choir 9:25 
     All Sunday school classes 9:45-10:45 
     Parent small group 10 
     Open Doors 5-8 
Tue Feb 18 Christ Clothes Closet 10-2 
     Loaves and Fishes 11-1 
     C.F.T. 11-12:30 
Wed Feb 19 Men’s Bible Study 7am 
     Meeting of the Men 5:30-7pm 
Thu Feb 20 Scripture and Sandwiches 12-12:30 
Sat  Feb 22 Violin Choir 4-6 

Stew & Brew Chili & Homebrew competition 4:30-6 
     Negar Afazel benefit concert 6:30 
Sun Feb 23 Worship with Holy Communion at 8:30 & 11:00 
     All Sunday school classes 9:45-10:45 
     Parent small group 10 
     Church Council 12:15 
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Scripture and Sandwiches Online Bible study is Back! Pr. Jake is bringing back 
Scripture and Sandwiches for an eight week walk through the Sermon on the 
Mount! We’ll meet each Thursday from 12-12:30 through February for a bit of 
bible study and conversation over lunch. The meetings happen via Zoom so 
you can join in from wherever you are! Use the Zoom info below or follow the 
link provided in the weekly emails to join! Meeting ID: 821 5743 3849 
Passcode: Lunchtime  
 

Pancake Breakfast! To celebrate the final Sunday before the beginning of 
Lent, the Youth will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast for the congregation! 
We’ll be serving up pancakes and sausage between services on Sunday March 
2nd. This has become a great annual event for our church and it will also be a 
fundraiser to benefit the youth fund for all of our activities! 
 

Refugee Families in Need! Trinity is working with our local refugee services to 
help provide for new refugee families in Kalamazoo. We currently have 7 
families that have a list of practical needs and as a congregation we would like 
to be able to fulfill those needs! Some of those basic needs include:  
• Towels (kitchen and bath)  

• Blankets  

• Cleaning supplies  

• Laundry baskets and detergent  

• Toilet paper  

• Paper towels  

• Personal Hygiene products (soap, lotion, razors, shaving cream, feminine 
hygiene, deodorant)  
If you are interested in helping with this project you can drop items off to 
church labeled “Refugees” any time the church is open; or if you wish to 
contribute financially to our Kalamazoo Refugees, scan the QR code to make a 
donation. And if you would like to volunteer time to help our refugee families, 
please contact Bess Fitzgerald (bess.fitzgerald@gmail.com) or the church 
office.  

 

 March 5 is Ash Wednesday and marks the beginning of Lent.  Starting March 5 
and through the season of Lent, Wednesday Evening worship services will be 
in-person at 6:30pm every Wednesday. For those unable to join in person, the 
service will be live-streamed and be available to view on our YouTube channel. 

 
Violin Concert, February 22 at 6:30 - Everyone is invited to come to Trinity on 
Saturday, February 22 at 6:30pm for a Night of Solo Violin Concert with Negar 
Afazel. A free will donation will go to benefit Trinity’s Loaves & Fishes pantry.  
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Updated Date- Bike repair workshop for El Sol Elementary School! Trinity is 
once again repairing bicycles to be donated to students and families at El Sol 
Elementary School! We have an abundance of donated bikes and we’re 
partnering with Open Roads to make sure that the bikes are in top notch 
condition before passing them on to the students. The repair day at Open 
Roads will be March 8th from 11-2pm and we’re looking for 8-10 volunteers 
who are willing do the repairs. No experience is necessary as the staff of Open 
Roads will be there to teach and guide us along the way! Sign up in the 
Fellowship Hall or online by March 2nd to be a part of the crew! 
 
Save the date – Euchre Tournament! Planning is in the works for a Euchre 
tournament and possible game night. Tentative date is Saturday, March 8th. 
For the Euchre tournament, you don't need a partner, there may be prizes, 
bring your choice of beverage and a snack to share. If you have any requests 
for other games to be offered, let Holly Wohlfert know via text 269-808-3889. 
Put a "save-the-date" on your calendar and watch for more updates in the 
upcoming weeks. 
 
Please sign up for Fellowship Time and Altar Flowers! Sign up in the 
Fellowship Hall and help share God’s love for our community! Individuals, 
families, and groups are encouraged to provide flowers or host fellowship 
time for the coming months. This is a great way to celebrate birthdays, 
anniversaries, or other special events. (And if you enjoy baking, we're always 
happy for help to stock our freezer for Sundays that might not have a 
fellowship host!) *Altar flowers are $ 20 per bouquet and should be ordered 
one week in advance. Call or email the church office or sign up in the 
Fellowship Hall if you wish to put altar flowers on for a Sunday. 
 
Green Highlights in February…and a Mug Wall! Did you know that at Trinity 
we have solar power, a high efficiency boiler and light bulbs, Styrofoam 
recycling, and a number of other programs and features that help us care for 
God’s good creation? If not, you’re in luck, because during the month of 
February, the green team will have some informational displays out in the 
fellowship hall to help us all learn more about what we are doing as a 
congregation and what we can all do to help us all focus on our care for 
creation! In addition, we will be adding a “Mug Wall” to the fellowship hall, so 
that you can bring your own mug to be reused from week to week! 
Instructions will be posted by the wall, so find a mug at home or the thrift 
shop that you’d like to use for coffee hour and bring it in!  
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Christ Clothes Closet: The Closet needs donations of men’s and women’s socks 
and winter coats for all as they continue to give away cold weather gear 
throughout this season; and they are in need of personal hygiene products 
such as toilet paper, razors, shaving cream, lotion and feminine hygiene. 
 

Good Samaritan Fund Need Trinity's Good Samaritan fund is the fund that 
enables us to meet the needs of those in our community during some of their 
most difficult moments. This fund is generated entirely through the generosity 
of our congregation. These funds go toward electric bills, rent, and other 
essentials when our neighbors are facing utility shut-offs, eviction notices, or 
seeking to get into housing. Due to a sustained time of high demand this fund 
balance is running low. If you find yourself in a position to be able to give, any 
gift is greatly appreciated. Simply designate the gift to the "Good Samaritan 
Fund" on the memo line of your check or give online under the “giving” tab on 
our website www.tlckzoo.com. 
 

Basket Weaving at Trinity! A basket weaving class is being offered on Saturday, 
April 19 just in time for Easter. Please sign up on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship hall if you're interested. The interest in the type of basket and time 
will be used to determine the final details of the class. Questions? Contact 
Jennifer Gougeon-Catarino gougeonjs@gmail.com 

 

Wartburg Singers and Orchestra to Visit Kalamazoo  Our friends at Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church are hosting a concert by the Wartburg College Castle 
Singers and Kammerstreicher Chamber Orchestra on Tuesday, March 4, at 7:30 
PM. Musical selections will range from classical to contemporary and will surely 
make for an enjoyable evening! Wartburg College is an ELCA affiliated school 
located in Waverly, Iowa and freewill donations will be accepted to help fund 
scholarships and provide for future tours. 
 

Pancake Breakfast!  To celebrate the final Sunday before the beginning of 
Lent, the Youth will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast for the congregation! We’ll 
be serving up pancakes and sausage between services on Sunday March 2nd.  
This has become a great annual event for our church and it will also be a 
fundraiser to benefit the youth fund for all of our activities!  
 

Please sign up to help with Lenten Soup/Salad Suppers starting March 12.  
Lenten Wednesday Evening Services start on Ash Wednesday, March 5 at 
6:30pm. Every following Wednesday in Lent, a Soup/Salad Supper will begin at 
5:45 before the Lenten Service.  We ask for our congregants to sign up to help 
provide food for these suppers by signing up on the list posted on the Youth 
Board opposite the kitchen in the downstairs hallway!  

 

mailto:gougeonjs@gmail.com

